


Provenance of EMG DR-2 to DR-38 
Here is an EMG radiogram with documented history. It came with 
receipts and related ephemera. It was really mouldy and dirty. I only 
cleaned it and slowly brought it up on a variac. It’s reproduction of 78’s 
and mono LP’s is clear but warm with ambience from the reflex 
speaker. Very pleasant indeed. 

 This radiogram shows that EMG customers really did love their players 
and had total faith in EMG. This one being looked after and upgraded 
by EMG over 40 years. 

• c. 1935 - c. 1938: E.M.G DR3 radiogram with baffle speaker. 
• 1944: It was purchased “from an employee of EMG for £100” by 

Sir Ian Critchett, an officer of the Secret Intelligence Service (MI6). 
• 1947: Returned to EMG and fitted with a second lightweight 

pickup. 
• 1957: Converted by EMG to play LP’s. Adding a D.R. 28B amp, a 

FM receiver, new turntable and pickup. Basically, upgraded to a 
D.R. 28. 

• 1958: Baffle speaker replaced by a single EMG corner reflex unit. 
• 1964: Jack-plug connections fitted by EMG to allow for a tape unit. 
• 1975: Turntable & pickup upgraded by EMG. 
• (at some stage the D.R.28 amp was re-numbered D.R.38) 
• 1989: D.R.38 amplifier was restored by Alan Gates. (Anyone here 

know of him?). 
• 2017: Purchased from “thesalesroom” Oct 2017 for £455.04 + 

shipping. Chunny Bhamra gramophonemuseum.com. 
 
 
 















































Obituary: The Times June 24 2004 
 

Sir Ian Critchett, Bt 
Vetting and personnel officer at MI6 who was also a lifelong poet. 

 

AN intelligent, delightful and manysided man, Ian Critchett passed the greater part 
of his working career as an officer of the Secret Intelligence Service (MI6), apart 
from an early secondment to the Diplomatic Service between 1951 and1953. 

Ian George Lorraine Critchett was born in London and educated at Harrow. Leaving 
school in 1937, he spent two years as an apprentice engineer, and spent some 
months in Germany in 1938. The following year he went up to Clare College, 
Cambridge, where he read mechanical sciences. 

In 1942 he entered the engineering branch of the RAF Volunteer Reserve, in which 
he served until 1946, reaching the rank of flight lieutenant. Much of his service was 
spent in India. On demobilisation he decided to abandon his career as an engineer 
to write. But this too proved to be a false trail, and in 1948 he joined MI6, listing his 
previous occupation as “poet”. 

After a period in London, he was posted to Vienna in 1950 and then to Bucharest. 
These were the early years of the Cold War and Critchett’s work was concentrated 
on the military threat posed by the countries of the Warsaw Pact. 

In 1956 he was sent to Cairo, but the Suez adventure brought the posting to a 
premature end and for the next two years he was back in London, concerned with 
some of the more melodramatic aspects of British Middle Eastern policy at that time. 
Some amusement was caused when he received hostile publicity in the Egyptian 
press under the name “Lord Crichton”. 

By this time Critchett had gained a considerable depth of experience at the sharp 
end of MI6’s work and a reputation as an effective operator. It was therefore 
something of a surprise to his friends and colleagues that the remainder of his 
career was passed in London and in a field some way removed from the sharp end 
of operations. 

He was mainly concerned with work on the security of the service’s personnel —the 
loyalty and reliability of individuals, their suitability or otherwise for postings 
overseas, and generally with the defence of the service against hostile penetration. 
The cases of Kim Philby and George Blake had demonstrated the importance of this 
threat. 

Critchett did not pine for more glamorous assignments or postings; he knew what he 
was best at and where he was most useful. His long immersion in his specialised 
field and the sympathetic understanding which he brought to bear on its many 
problems earned him the trust and respect of colleagues and of successive heads of 



the service. After his retirement he chaired and managed courses and seminars at 
City University Business School for several years, particulary for foreign bankers. 

He was a man of formidable physical presence and great charm of manner. His gift 
for poetry remained with him throughout his life, and his Selected Poems, published 
in 1998, demonstrate a real individual talent — and give some insight into the 
feelings of an essentially modest and reserved man. 

He had succeeded his father as 3rd baronet in 1941. In 1948 he married Paulette 
Humphrey. She died in 1962, and in 1964 he married Jocelyn Hall, who survives 
him together with their son, who succeeds him as 4th baronet, and a daughter. 

Sir Ian Critchett, Bt, MI6 officer, was born on December 19, 1920. He died on 
June19, 2004, aged 83. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sir Ian George Lorraine Critchett, 3rd Baronet, who died 19 June, 

2004, aged 83, was vetting and personnel officer at MI6 & also a 

lifelong poet. 

Critchett passed the greater part of his working career as an officer 

of the Secret Intelligence Service (MI6), apart from an early 

secondment to the Diplomatic service between 1951 and 1953. 

He was born 9 December, 1920, the son of Sir (George) Montague 

Critchett, MVO, 2nd Baronet, by his wife, Innes, third daughter of 

Colonel Francis George Archibald Wiehe, late 68th Durham Light 

Infantry, & was educated at Harrow and Clare College, Cambridge. 

 

Career: Flight Lieutenant, RAF (Voluntary Reserve); entered the 

Foreign Office, 1948; was 3rd Secretary (Commercial) in Bucharest, 

1951-53; 2nd Secretary in Cairo, 1956; 1st Secretary, later 

Counsellor, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 1962 (retired 1980). 

 

He succeeded to the baronetcy on the death of his father in 1941, and 

married twice, (i) in 1948, to Paulette Mary Lorraine (who d. 1962), 

daughter of Colonel Henry Brabazon Humfrey, Indian Army; (ii), 1964, 

Jocelyn Daphne Margret, elder daughter of Commander Christopher 

Mildmay Hall (descended from the Broughton Baronets). 

 

He is survived by his second wife, and by a son and a daughter from 

his second marriage, Charles & Xanthe. The baronetcy now devolves on 

his only son, Charles George Montague, b. 2 April, 1965. 

 

A Service of Thanksgiving takes place at St Peter's, Limpsfield, 

Tuesday 29 June, 2004. 
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